
Australian Government

Department of Veterans’Affairs

Ms Skye Price
Director Corporate and Community Services 
Alice Springs Town Council 
PO Box 1071
ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871

Dear Ms Price

Thank you for again seeking our views on the proposal to fly the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander flags permanently on ANZAC Hill.

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs is supportive of opportunities to 
commemorate the service and sacrifice of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
servicemen and women. The proposal to fly the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander flags alongside the Australian and Northern Territory flags on Anzac 
Hill would be most appropriate.

If you would like any further assistance with commemorative activities or you 
would like to discuss a Saluting Their Service grant, please contact the NT 
Community Support Officer, Althea Inglis on 8935 1415.

Yours sincerely

TELEPHONE 133 254
GPO BOX 9998 COUNTRY RESIDENTS 1800 555 254
DARWIN NT 0801 INTERNET http://www.dva.gov.au

Saluting Their Service

http://www.dva.gov.au


19th June 2017

CEO
Alice Springs Town Council 
PO Box 1071 
Alice Springs 
NT 0871

Re: ANZAC Hill Aboriginal Flag

Dear Mr Mooney,

Thank you for your email dated 21st April 2017 regarding the issue of raising the Aboriginal 
Flag on ANZAC Hill and brief overview of previous discussions about this issue. As 
requested, I wish to formally respond on behalf of the current Alice Springs RSL Committee 
regarding the issue of flying the Aboriginal Flag on ANZAC Hill.

I can confirm the issue was raised and discussed by the previous RSL President, Committee 
and Members at an RSL meeting in 2015.1 also understand no formal written response of 
the outcome of the meeting was received by ASTC.

I have been advised by the previous President and Committee that a vote was taken and 
the motion of raising the Aboriginal Flag on ANZAC Hill on a permanent basis was 
resoundingly defeated by the membership at the time.

I subsequently contacted the National War Memorial for further advice. Their advice is it 
is not a custom, nor tradition, for memorials or cenotaphs to fly other than the National 
Flag fought under at the time of the conflict. However, recognition of battles, 
anniversaries, sacrifices and achievements allows some discretion as to which flags are 
flown for those specific occasions e.g. flying the NZ National Flag on ANZAC Day etc.

I am aware the National War Memorial are preparing a new display and memorial 
specifically recognising Aboriginal peoples at war. As such, there may be discretionary 
circumstances in the near future where flying the Aboriginal Flag on ANZAC Hill to 
commemorate a specific event may be appropriate as a symbol of unity. However, flying 
the Aboriginal Flag year round is not supported by the RSL.

For your consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Batic 
President
Mob: 0402 088 034


